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A Most Pressing Announcement from Our Wizard

Dear Friends,

¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΦ ¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ thrillifying soiree full of delicious dining, magnificent 

music and stirring stories throughout our Wicked-inspired Gala.

²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ 9ƭǇƘŀōŀ ǎƛƴƎǎΣ ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŦƭȅΦέ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ оΣрлл ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƛǊŜƭŜssly every day to improve the medical and mental 

health and well-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ !ǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎτǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭτwe are 100% Kids. That means that children never compete for space or budget 

or priority. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ .ƛŘ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǇǇŜŀƭΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ bŜƻƴŀǘŀƭ Lƴǘensive Care Unit (NICU). As we prepare to open our 

new eight-story clinical Tower in December, our tiniest patients and their families will be able to move into private NICU rooms, designed to enhance healing and hope.

!ƴŘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳƴƎ ǘƻ DƭƛƴŘŀ ƛƴ ²ƛŎƪŜŘΥ

For all this joy, we know who we've got to thank

ThankGoodness!

That means the Wizard, Glinda

.ǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀŎŜƭŜǎǎ ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƛƴƎǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴΦ bƻ, CƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

and provide more life-saving care to more children because of youτour sponsors, our donors and our fierce advocates.

{ƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜΧfor good.

With Wicked Sincerity,

Jim Shmerling, DHA, FACHE

President & CEO



Elle Duncan

{ƛƴŎŜ ƘŜǊ {ǇƻǊǘǎ/ŜƴǘŜǊ ŘŜōǳǘ ƛƴ нлмсΣ 9ƭƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ 9{tbΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ b/!! ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΣ ²b.! /ƻǳƴǘŘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ aŀŘƴŜǎǎ 
tournament and makes regular appearances on the daytime debate show, 
First Take. An Emmy award winning host, Elle is also the author of a 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ For You, I Will, which celebrates the unique bond between 
mothers and daughters. Elle is a tireless champion of all moms. She is a 
proud supporter of Helping Mamas, a volunteer organization that provides 
essential supplies to mothers in need and an avid supporter of The Boys and 
Girls Club. In the spare time she doesn't have, Elle moonlights as a waste 
management and snack acquisitions specialist at home with her husband 
and two kids under 7.

In addition to serving as our Co-MC, Elle is serving as one of the Gala 
Honorary Committee Co-Chairs.

Our Ozmopolitan Masters of Ceremonies



Nate

A big smile and a positive outlook

aŜŜǘ bŀǘŜΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǘƛƴƎ ōƛƎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ 
sickle cell disease dim his star. When Waterbury teachers Jenna and Tim 
met a quiet new first-grader, all three of their lives were changed forever. 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ bŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
then, on National Adoption Day in 2022, they officially adopted him. To save 
Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊΣ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƳǇǳǘŀǘŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ bŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŜƎǎ ōŜƭƻǿ 
the knee, his left arm, several fingers on his right hand and part of his ear. 

wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ bŀǘŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ  
Nate R. | 2025 All-Star | Connecticut Children's Foundation

Our Ozmopolitan Masters of Ceremonies

https://www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org/nate-r-2025-all-star


Our Thrillifying Entertainers

Jenny DiNoia, Elphaba

Jennifer DiNoiahas the distinction of playing Elphaba more than any other actress 
is the show's history. She has portrayed Elphaba in Wickedon Broadway, in London 
and Chicago, during both National U.S. tours, as well as in Seoul, South Korea, and 
Sydney, Australia. Additional credits include the first National Tour of Mamma Mia! 
and Queen's We Will Rock You. Jenny debuted her first sold-out solo cabaret act 
this past year, at New York City's famous 54 Below.



Our Thrillifying Entertainers

Katie Rose Clarke, Glinda

Katie Rose Clarke most recently starred as Beth in the Tony Award winning revival 
production of Merrily We Roll Along for director Maria Friedman and opposite 
Jonathan Groff on Broadway, following a run at the New York Theatre Workshop. 
Best known for her role as Glinda the Good in the Broadway production of Wicked, 
ǎƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ IŜǊ 
.ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ŘŜōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ /ƭŀǊŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
The Light in the Piazza directed by Bartlett Sher. She reprised the role of Clara in the 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ t.{ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƻŦ Live from 
Lincoln Center: The Light in The Piazza. Her additional Broadway credits also include 
Hannah Campbell in Allegianceand Ellen in Miss Saigon. Katie will be starring as 
Dolly Parton in the world premier of Dolly: An original musical this summer in 
bŀǎƘǾƛƭƭŜΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΦ hƴ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΣ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƻƴ /.{Ω The Good Wife 
and NCIS: New Orleans. 



Our Thrillifying Entertainers

Derek Klena, Fiyero

Derek Klena most recently starred as Christian in Moulin Rouge on Broadway, and 
ǇƭŀȅŜŘ WƻŜ Dƛƭƭƛǎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ WΦ .ƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Sunset Boulevard. Previously he received a Tony Award nomination for his 
performance as Nick Healy in Alanis aƻǊƛǎǎŜǘǘŜΩǎcritically acclaimed Broadway 
musical, Jagged Little Pill. Derek also starred and originated the role of Dmitry in the 
stage adaptation of the animated movie Anastasia. He first broke onto the NYC 
theatre scene in the 2012 Off Broadway revival of Carrie, where he was quickly 
noticed and scooped up by Oscar, Grammy, and Tony winners BenjPasekand Justin 
Paul to originate the lead role of Eddie Birdlacein Dogfight. He then made his 
Broadway debut as Fiyero in the 10th anniversary company of Wicked, and followed 
ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇ ōȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ƛƴ Wŀǎƻƴ wƻōŜǊǘ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ The 
Bridges of Madison County. Derek can also be seen on television in Pretty Little Liars: 
Original Sin (Max), The Code (CBS), Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt (Netflix), Quantico
(ABC), Last Week Tonight With John Oliver (HBO), Blue Bloods (CBS), Law and Order: 
SVU (NBC), and Carrie Diaries (CW).



Our Thrillifying Entertainers

Savannah Connors

Savannah Connors is a 15-year-old sophomore at Canton High School. She has been 
in acting and musical production her entire life with some recent large roles as 
Sandy the Squirrel in SpongeBob The Musical and Annie in Annie. You will also 
Savannah performing on stages around Canton with her dad and her band, Taste of 
Sheetrock.



Our Thrillifying Entertainers

Kaitlyn Roy

Kaitlyn Roy is a 17-year-old senior at South Windsor High School.  She is a 4-year 
member of the SWHS award winning show choir Choral Spectrum and member of the 
female acapella group Treble Choir.  Last year, she was selected to be the lead vocalist 
ŦƻǊ /ƘƻǊŀƭ {ǇŜŎǘǊǳƳΩǎ wƻŎƪ .ŀƴŘΣ ¢ƘŜ [ƛŘΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ Lƴ 
addition, Kaitlyn has been a participant with Eastern Regions Choir.  Creative in spirit, 
Kaitlyn also composes her own music, playing the piano, guitar and bass. Kaitlyn has 
participated in the SWHS Drama Club where she portrayed Brooke Wyndham in 
Legally Blonde and Cinderella in Into the Woods. Kaitlyn also has been a member of 
/!{¢ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ !ƴƴŀ όȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘύ ƛƴ Frozen, Jr., 
Peter in Peter Pan, Jr. and Scuttle in The Little Mermaid. She has also played Ariel in 
The Little Mermaid ǿƛǘƘ bŜǿƛƴƎǘƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŀ ƛƴ Frozen, Jr. with CT 
Performing Arts Center. She sings and plays bass for Descendants of Jupiter, a local 
band that performs under the leadership of Mach 1 Music. 



Our Thrillifying Entertainers

Hailey Olints

Hailey Olints is a 16-year-old junior at South Windsor High School. She is a member of 
their elite and award-winning show choir Choral Spectrum where she was named a 
Best Soloist during the New England Show Choir Classic Regional Competition earlier 
this year. She is also a member of the SWHS Drama Club and proudly starred as Elle 
²ƻƻŘǎ ƛƴ {²I{Ωǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Legally Blonde the Musical. She has a long history with 
/!{¢ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ 
favorite roles being Janis in Mean Girls, VerucaSalt in Willy Wonka, Wicked Witch in 
The Wizard of Oz, and Sebastian in The Little Mermaid, Jr. She also performs with 
aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻǿƴ {ǘŀƎŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǘŜŜƴ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǊƻƭŜǎ 
including Ariel in Footloose the Musical,and Erzulie, Goddess of Love in Once On This 
Island. Hailey credits her fabulous vocal coach Kat Bowden and staff from Fox Hill 
School of Music with enhancing and supporting her musical journey, as well as her very 
ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ άǿƛŎƪŜŘέ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ .ǊǳƴŜǘǘƛ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Dŀƭŀ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦ



Our Thrillifying Entertainers

Patrick Bogui, Dr. Violin

Patrick is a multifaceted artist, wielding his violin with soulful expertise while 
pursuing his dream of becoming a medical doctor. His journey has taken him across 
the country, gracing conferences, schools, private events, churches, youth groups, 
and various other venues with his music and contagious passion.

Throughout his career, Patrick has collaborated and performed with a constellation 
of esteemed artists, including luminaries such as Israel Houghton, LalahHathaway, 
John Stoddart, and CeceWinans, among others. These experiences have enriched 
his artistry and broadened his musical horizons.

Now a resident physician, Patrick has carried forward his vision of merging his 
passions for medicine and music. Building on the foundation he gained at the 
University of Connecticut, he remains steadfast in his belief that music holds a 
unique healing power, capable of touching lives in profound ways.



Our Thrillifying Entertainers

Avenue Groove is a Connecticut-based band 
formed in 2007 consisting of six very talented 
and dedicated musicians playing 
R&B/Funk/Dance Music. Known for being 
extremely tight and having fantastic vocals, 
Avenue Groove is very well received wherever 
they perform.  

Avenue Groove



Gala All-Star Patient Ambassadors

Chloe

Dancing through the day-to-day of a chronic illness

Meet Chloe, a busy sixteen-year-old who shares a rare genetic condition 
with her brother and sister. They were all born with Gitelmansyndrome, in 
which the kidneys are unable to hold on to potassium and other 
electrolytes. It can cause severe muscle weakness and dangerous heart 
ŀǊǊƘȅǘƘƳƛŀǎΦ Lǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
slowing down Chloe. In addition to dancing six days a week, she mentors 
younger ballerinas and is active in her school and church. 

wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘƭƻŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ  
Chloe P. | 2025 All Star | Connecticut Children's Foundation

https://www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org/chloe-p-2025-all-star


Gala All-Star Patient Ambassadors

Daniela

Powering through a rare blood disorder

Meet Daniela, a resilient 7th grader and future nurse who lives with the daily 
challenges of beta thalassemia, a rare genetic blood disorder in which her 
ōƻŘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǊŜŘ ōƭƻƻŘ ŎŜƭƭǎΦ ¢ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
blood transfusions, so for the past 11 years, Daniela has come to 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ LƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜǘŀ 
ǘƘŀƭŀǎǎŜƳƛŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΣ ōǳǘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
let that slow her down. She musters the energy to study lyrical dance and 
loves to cook.

wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭŀΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ  
Daniela C. | 2025 All Star | Connecticut Children's Foundation

https://www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org/daniela-c-2025-all-star


GalaAll-Star Patient Ambassadors

Jordyn

Heart of a champion

Just days after Jordyn was born, doctors discovered a serious heart 
defectτpulmonary stenosis, a narrowing of the valve controlling blood 
flow to her lungs. Jordyn was rushed to the Neonatal Intensive Care 
¦ƴƛǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭƭȅ 
invasive balloon procedure in the Catheterization Lab to open her valve. 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ фн ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣέ ƘŜǊ ƳƻƳ .ŜǘƘŀƴȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎΦ ά²Ŝ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǎƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦέ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ WƻǊŘȅƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊŜ-
teen who dances competitively, builds engineering projects, devours 
ōƻƻƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘτliving proof of 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀǊǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ

wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ WƻǊŘȅƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ  
IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΥ WƻǊŘȅƴΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ μ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ

https://www.connecticutchildrens.org/growing-healthy/heart-champion-jordyns-story


Gala All-Star Patient Ambassadors

Austin and Garrett

Twins who defied gravity

Born at 25 weeks, both boys endured heart surgery to repair birth defects 
as well as other medical emergencies that arose from being born 
premature. Garrett was ready to go home at 5 months, but scans showed 
Austin had a tumor on his liver. After brutal rounds of chemotherapy and 
surgery that removed 70% of his liver, Austin left the hospital after an 
extensive stay. Today, Austin is working through the challenges of cerebral 
palsy. 

wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ !ǳǎǘƛƴ ŀƴŘ DŀǊǊŜǘǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ  
Twins Beating the Odds | Connecticut Children's Foundation

https://www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org/about-us/blog/twins-beating-odds


hǳǊ άDǊŀǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ

ά59C¸LbD Dw!±L¢¸έ ¢L¢[9 {thb{hw

WIZARD OF OZ 
PRESENTING SPONSOR

CHANCE TO FLY PATIENT 

AMBASSADOR SPONSOR



hǳǊ άDǊŀǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ

BEHIND THE CURTAIN INTERNET SPONSOR

OZIAN SURPRISE & DELIGHT SPONSOR



hǳǊ άDǊŀǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ

THE EMERALD CITY PRE-EVENT RECEPTION SPONSORS



hǳǊ άDǊŀǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ

DARING TO DREAM VIP RECEPTION SPONSOR

ά5!b/LbD ¢Iwh¦DI [LC9έ 9b¢9w¢!Lba9b¢ {thb{hw{

ά¸h¦Ωw9 Dhbb! .9 tht¦[!wΗέ 9{tb t9w{hb![L¢L9{ {thb{hw



hǳǊ άDǊŀǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ

ELPHABA PLATINUM SPONSORS

The Braunstein Family 

BUBBLE MAIL SPONSOR



hǳǊ άDǊŀǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ

SHIZ UNIVERSITY LIBRARY BAR SPONSOR

¢ƛǘƻΩǎ IŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ±ƻŘƪŀ

NESSAROSE GOLD SPONSORS

Aramark

Cannon Design

Capasso Enterprises Inc.

DPR Construction

Hoffman Auto Group

JOPR

Lockton

Hartford Business Journal

Hartford HealthCare

Robinson+Cole



hǳǊ άDǊŀǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ

PRINCE FIYERO SILVER SPONSORS

Adams & Knight

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield

Bank of America

Barker Specialty Company

Connecticut Hospital Association

FiducientAdvisors

HSB

ImageFIRST

Jefferson Radiology

Magellan Health

M. Frank Higgins & Co.

M&T Bank

Nutmeg State Financial Credit Union

RT Specialty Group

Stanley Black & Decker

Xerox



hǳǊ άDǊŀǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ

THE GREAT & POWERFUL GIVING TREE SPONSOR

Michaels Jewelers

FLYING BROOMSTICK TRANSPORTATION SPONSORS

Elite Limousine of CT & ServiceMaster

SPELLBOUND SOLES SPONSOR
Bared Footwear

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER SPONSOR 

American School for the Deaf



William Agostinucci, MS, RPh, FACHE 
Paulanne Jushkevich, MA, CFRE, 

and Bill Armstrong
Lisa Barall-Matt and Todd Matt

Christine Mercier Bromberg, Esq.  
Hillary and Ryan Calhoun, MBA, MHA

Shari and Michael Cantor, Esq. 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŀǊŜ 

Network Board

Adelina and Raja Das
YŀŎŜȅ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 5Ω9ƭƛŀ
Sarah and Bob Duncan

Barbara Edelheit, MD, and 
David Edelheit, MD 

Martha and Jim Fanelli  
Corey Gaarde

Gina and Louis George  
Mindy and Gus Giraldo 

Honorary Committee Co-Chairs
James Moore, MD, PhD, Jeffrey Shenberger, MD, 

Marge Julian, DNP, MSN, RN, and Elle Duncan, ESPN Sports Anchor

Honorary Committee



Honorary Committee Co-Chairs
James Moore, MD, PhD, Jeffrey Shenberger, MD, 

Marge Julian, DNP, MSN, RN, and Elle Duncan, ESPN Sports Anchor

Honorary Committee

Samara and Andrew Ginsburg
Kate Gold and Chris Bertola

Lurizaand Hector Glynn
Margaret and Christopher Grindle, MD 

Karen and Robert Hess
Andrea and Dan Hurley

Sue and Bill Jodice
Marge Julian, DNP, MSN, RN  
Kristin and Brandon Johnson

Faye and Evan Klein
Shannon and Jeffrey Klenk  

Melissa and Joseph Labieniec
RafeenaBacchus Lee, Esq., 

and Mark Lee, MD 
Beth and Jim Lewis

Debbie and Al Loomer
Sally and Doug MacGilpin, MD

Colleen and Burke Magnus  



Honorary Committee Co-Chairs
James Moore, MD, PhD, Jeffrey Shenberger, MD, 

Marge Julian, DNP, MSN, RN, and Elle Duncan, ESPN Sports Anchor

Honorary Committee

Jolyn and Jim Manafort 
Kristan Pierz, MD, and Brian Molinari

Michelle Murphy 
Amy Martin, MD and 

Jonathan Martin, MD, FAANS 
Sarah Matney, MSOL, BSN, RN, CPON, CENP, 

and Scott Matney
Kathleen and Sean McGrail

Jacqui Robertson and Larry Milan

Jennifer Trzaski, MD, and 
James Moore, MD, PhD   

Melanie and Todd Pancavage
Lisa and Thomas Panczner, Esq.

Jennifer and Scott Patterson
Sonia and David Peck

Lori Pelletier, PhD, and Luke Pelletier
Linda and David Roth  

Viviann Rubin, MD, and Jonathan Rubin 



Honorary Committee Co-Chairs
James Moore, MD, PhD, Jeffrey Shenberger, MD, 

Marge Julian, DNP, MSN, RN, and Elle Duncan, ESPN Sports Anchor

Honorary Committee

Adriana Santostefano 
and Donald Snyder

Diane Shenberger, MS, RD, 
and Jeffrey Shenberger, MD 

Debbie and Jim Shmerling, DHA, FACHE
Donna and John Sodipo 

Tina St. Pierre 
Kate Terricciano   

The Plankis Family 
The Robert & Francine Goldfarb 

Family Fund
Maureen and Christopher VanDeHoef



Elizabeth Ackerman
Amy Crafa

Lauren Brewer
Lisa Barall-Matt

Peg Crombleholme
YŀŎŜȅ 5Ω9ƭƛŀ
Amy Dillon

Sarah Duncan
Kimberly Gordon

Susan Hight
Wendy Hofer 
Andrea Hurley
Kristin Johnson

Melissa Labieniec

Sally MacGilpin
Kristen Marshall
Amanda Masella

Sarah Matney
Alana Matulaniec 
Alexandra McPhee 

Tracy Mulligan
Jane Owen

Melanie Pancavage
Sonia Peck

Sarah Pfinsgraff
Asta Plankiene

Katherine Reardon
Adriana Santostefano

Lisa Schwartz
Debbie Shmerling

DeAnna Syner
Jennifer Tansley
Kate Terricciano
Lauren Viscuso

Sara Walker-Diaz

Gala Planning Committee Co-Chairs

Jenny McPhee and Christina Thavenius

Gala Planning Committee

Design Chair
Mafe LaRosa

Auction Co-Chairs
Maureen Fitzgerald & Samara Ginsburg 



2025 Bid for Kids Beneficiary:

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit



We treat babies born so early they 
are at the edge of survivability.  



o Over 50,000 square feetof space across two floors.

o 50 private rooms, with additional bedside procedure space.

o Family sleeping areas and toilet/shower rooms in every room.

o A Human Milk Lab with a leading-edge equipment, including a Miris Milk Analyzer.

o A family lounge with access to an open-air terrace, so parents can step away for a 

ōǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƛǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀōȅΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ

In our new tower, the NICU will feature:

o Over 50,000 square feetof space across two floors.

o 50 private rooms, with additional bedside procedure space.

o Family sleeping areas and toilet/shower rooms in every room.

o A Human Milk Lab with leading-edge equipment, including a Miris Milk Analyzer.

o A family lounge with access to an open-air terrace, so parents can step away for a 

ōǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƛǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀōȅΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ

In our new tower, the NICU will feature:



Thank you for helping us 
give our tiniest patients the start 

they deserve.



Hold South Ocean





All Waste


